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ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 

SIR: 

Prior to examination on the merits, please amend the above-identified application, 
without prejudice, and as follows: 



IN THE SPECIFICATION 

/ 

Page 6, please amend the paragraph at lines 6 to 23 as follows. 



The primary difference between a single blade and a double blade trocar is the number 
^ of blades, which affect the resistance to penetration across the tissue. In the double blade 

embodiment the opening cut is a cross, while in the single blade it is a line. As a result, the 
dilation (i.e. degree of stretching of the tissue cut) is less in the case of a double blade cut 
than in the single blade cut. Since there will always be dilation in any trocar portal, one must 



review the advantages and disadvantages related to it. Highest dilation occurs when a smooth 
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SIR: 



Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 
□ No additional fee is required 

X Small entity status of this application under 37 C.F.R. §1.9 and §1.27 is claimed 
X Additional documents filed herewith: 
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Marked-up Copy; Letter Request Entry of Substitute Drawings 
W/Attachments (3); Information Disclosure/Related Case Statement Under 
37 CFR 1 .97; List of Related Cases (with claims/drawings) 



The Fee has been calculated as shown below: 



CLAIMS 


CLAIMS 
REMAINING 




HIGHEST 
NUMBER 
PREVIOUSLY 
PAID 


NO. EXTRA 
CLAIMS 


RATE 


CALCULATIONS 


TOTAL 


52 


MINUS 


33 


19 


x $18 = 


$342.00 1 


INDEPENDENT 


1920 


MINUS 


8 




x $84 = 


$1,008.00 1 




■ MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIMS 


+ $280 = 


$280.00 1 


TOTAL OF ABOVE CALCULATIONS 


$1,630.00 ! 


X Reduction by 50% for filing by Small Entity 


$815.00 ! 


□ Recordation of Assignment 


+ $40 = 


$0.00 


TOTAL 


$815.00 



A check in the amount of $815.00 is attached. 

Please charge any additional Fees for the papers being filed herewith and for which no check is enclosed herewith, or 
credit any overpayment to deposit Account No. 1 5-0030. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

If these papers are not considered timely filed by the Patent and Trademark Office, then a petition is hereby made under 
37 C.F.R. §1.136, and any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. §1.136 for any necessary extension of time may be 
charged to Deposit Account No. 15-0030. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
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